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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of performing image processing on an image 
synthesized from a natural image and a computer graphic (CG) image, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

providing a specification of first and second regions in said synthesized imiage, the first 
region comprising the natural image: 

determining a color of pixels in the second region: 

designating each pixel in the fn^st region, which is judged to have the same color as the 
color of pixels in the second region, as being part of the CG-image; 

separating said synthesized image mto a natuial-image region and a CG-image region^ 
wherein said separating includes by-removing pixels of a specified color f rom the _ synthesized 
first region the pixels designated as part of the CG-i mage: 

computing an image-processing parameter for said image processing, based on said 
natural-image region; 

acquiring an intermediate image by performing said image processing on said 
synthesized image, based on said image-processing parameter; and 

acquiring a processed image by synthesizing said natural-image region contained in said 
intermediate image and said CG-image region contained in said synthesized image. 

2. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein a boundary portion between said 
natural-image region and CG-image region contained in said synthesized image is blurred and 
then said CG-image region m said synthesized image and said natural-image region in said 
intermediate image are synthesized, 

3. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said synthesized image is 
obtained by reading out synthesized image data fi:om a storage medium. 
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4. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
specification of a region containing said natural image is received; 

said synthesized image is separated into said natural-image contained region and the 
remaining region; and 

said natural-image region and said CG-image region are separated from each other by 
removing a region that has the same color as a color contained in said remaining region, from 
said region containing said natural-image. 

5. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said separated natural image and 
CG image are displayed, 

6. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein 

a maximum rectangular region that is inscribed in said natural-image region is set; and 
said image-processing parameter is computed based on an image within said maximum 
rectangular region. 

7. (Currently Amended) An image processor for performing image processing on an 
image synttiesized ftom a natural image and a computer graphic (CG) image, said image 
processor comprising: 

separation means for separating said syntliesized image into a natural-image region and a 
CG-image rcisdo n. wherein 

first and second regions are specified for said synthesized image, the first region 
comprising the natural image, 

each pixel in the first regioru which is judged to have the same color as pixels in 

the second regioa is designated as being part of the CG-image, 

and the separation of the synthesized image includes b y^removing pixels of a 

specified color &om the synthesized first region the pixels designated as part of die CG-i mage: 

parameter computation means for computmg an image-processing parameter for said 
image processings based on said natural-image region; 
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processing means for acquiring an intermediate image by performing said image 
processing on said synthesized image, based on said image-processing parameter; and 

synthesis means for acquiring a processed image by synthesizing said natural-miage 
region contained in said intermediate image and said CG-image region contained in said 
synthesized image, 

8. (Original) The image processor as set forth in claim 7, wherein said synthesis means 
blurs a boundary portion between said natural-image region and CG-image region contained in 
said synthesized image and then synthesizes said CG-image region in said synthesized image and 
said natural-image region in said intermediate image. 

9. (Original) The image processor as set forth in claim 7, further comprising read-out 
means for obtaining said synthesized image by reading out synthesized image data from a 
storage medium. 

10. (Original) The image processor as set forth in claim 7, which further comprises means 
for receiving specification of a region containing said natural hnage, and wherein said separation 
means separates said synthesized image into said natural-image contained region and the 
remaining region^ and separates said natural-image region and said CG-image region from each 
other by removing a region that has the same color as a color contained in said remaining region, 
from said natural-image contained region. 

11. (Origiaal) The image processor as set forth in claim 1, further comprising display 
means for displaying said separated natural image and CG image. 

12. (Original) The image processor as set forth in claim 7, wherein said parameter 
computation means sets a maximum rectangular region that is inscribed in said natural-image 
region, and computes said image-processing parameter, based on an image within said maximum 
rectangular region. 



Birch, Stewart. Kolasch & Birch. LLP 



4 



MRC/JWR/ej 



Application No, 1 0/669,7 1 8 

Amendment dated January 22, 2008 

After Final Office Action of August 20, 2007 



Docket No.: 209 1-0297P 



13. (Currently Amended) A system for performing image processing on an image 
synthesized from a natural image and a computer gi^aphic (CG) image, said system comprising; 

a device configured to specify a first and second region in said synthesized image, the 
first region comprising the natural image: 

a device configured to separate said synthesized image into a natural-image region and a 
CG-image region byi 

determiiiing a color of pixels m the second region, 

designating each pixel in the first region, which is judged to have the same color 

as the color of pixels in the second region, as being part of the CG-image, and 

r emoving pixels of a specified color f rom the synth e siz e d first region the pixels 
designated as part of the CG-i mage: 

a device configured to compute ati image-processing parameter for said image 
processing, based on said natural-image region; 

a device configured to acquire an intermediate image by performing said image 
processing on said synthesized image, based on said image-processing parameter; and 

a device configured to acquire a processed image by synthesizing said natural-image 
region contained in said intermediate image and said CG-image region contained in said 
synthesized image, 

14. (Previously Presented) The system as set forth in claim 13, wherein said device 
configured to acquire the process image employs a procedure of bluniug a boundary portion 
between said natural-image region and CG-image region contained in said synthesized image 
and then synthesizing said CG-image region in said synthesized image and said natural-image 
region in said intermediate image. 

15. (Previously Presented) The system as set forth in claim 13, further comprising a 
device configured to obtain said synthesized image by reading out synthesized image data from a 
storage medium. 
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16. (Previously Presented) The system as set fortla in claim 13, further comprising a 
device configured to receive specification of a region containing said natural image, and wherein 
said device configured to separate said synthesized image employs a procedure of separating said 
synthesized image into said natural-image contained region and the remaining region, and 
separating said natural-image region and said CG-image region fl-om each other by removing a 
region that has the same color as a color contained in said remaining region, firom said natural- 
image contained region, 

17. (Previously Presented) The system as set forth in claim 13, further comprising a 
device configured to display said separated natural image and CG image. 

18. (Previously Presented) The system as set forth in claim 13, wherein said parameter 
computation procedure is a procedure of setting a maximum rectangular region that is inscribed 
in said natural-image region, and computing said image-processing parameter, based on an 
image within said maximum rectangular region. 

19. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage device having recorded therein a 
program for causing a computer to execute a method of performing image processing on an 
image synthesized fix)m a natural image and a computer graphic (CG) image, said program 
comprising: 

a procedure of specifying a first and second region in said synthesized image, the first 
region comprising the natural image; 

a procedure of separating said synthesized image into a natural-image region and a CG- 
image region hy: 

determining a color of pixels in the second region, 

designating each pixel in the first region, which is judged to have tlic same color 

as the color of pixels in the second region, as being part of the CG-ima ge , and 
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^removing pixels of a speoified color from the synthesized first region the pixels 

designated as part of the CG- image; 

a procedure of computing an image-processing parameter for said image processing, 
based on said natural-image region; 

a procedure of acquiring an intermediate image by perfomiing said image processing on 
said synthesized image, based on said image-processing parameter; and 

a procedure of acquiring a processed image by synthesizing said natural-image region 
contained in said intermediate image and said CG-image region contained in said synthesized 
image. 

20. (Original) The computer readable recording medium as set forth in claim 19, wherein 
said synthesis procedure is a procedure of blurring a boundary portion between said natural- 
image region and CG-image region contained in said synthesized image and then synthesizing 
said CG-image region in said synthesized image and said natural-image region in said 
intermediate image. 

21. (Original) The computer readable recording medium as set forth iu claim 19, wherein 
the program further comprises a procedure of obtaining said synthesized image by reading out 
synthesized image data from a storage medium. 

22. (Original) The computer readable recording medium as set forth in claim 19, wherein 
the program ftirther comprises a procedure of receiving specification of a region containing said 
natural image, and wherein said separation procedure is a procedure of separating said 
synthesized image into said natural-image contained region and the remaining region, and 
separating said natural-image region and said CG-image region from each other by removing a 
region that has the same color as a color contained in said remaimng region, from said natural- 
image contained region. 
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23. (Original) The computer readable recording medium as set forth in claim 19, wherein 
the program ftirther comprises a procedure of displaying said separated natural image and CG 
image. 

24. (Original) The computer readable recording medium as set forth in claim 19, wherein 
said parameter computation procedure is a procedure of setting a maximum rectangular region 
that is inscribed in said natural-image region, and computing said image-processing parameter, 
based on an image within said maximum rectangular region. 



Birch, Stewart. Kolasch & Birch, LLP 



8 



MRC/JWR/ej 



